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Dear Friends,

We are delighted to present the 2022 Annual Report to you. It

was an exciting year at Society for the Blind as we opened our

new Braille Production and Training Program last fall and once
again held regularin-person classes, workshops and events.

In 2022, we enrolled 181 individuals in our Core Blindness
Skills Program where they learned new ways to carry out their
daily activities at home and at work. More than 40 youth
enrolled in our CareersPLUS Youth Program and hundreds
more participated in workshops and seminars online. We
welcomed 569 seniors living with vision loss into our Senior
IMPACT Project, empowering them to continue to live
independently and stay active. In our Low Vision Clinic, 519
patients received low vision evaluations and occupational
therapy so they could use their remaining vision effectively
while also learning how to use assistive devices. We reached
nearly 5,000 people through our programs, outreach and
partnerships in 2022!

Our 150+ volunteers are the lynchpin of Society’s ability to
reach thousands of people each year. Our volunteers logged
more than 14,000 hours of service reading articles for Access
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News and assisting with our Bingo Program and
other Society programs and events.

N

We are excited for the future of Society for the Blind. In 2024, \
Society for the Blind will celebrate its 70th Anniversary with \
the theme Vision Forward. You will hear much more about

ouranniversary celebrations in the coming months.

As we look to our 70th anniversary, we are as committed

as ever to offering exceptional services, reaching more
individuals through innovative programming, creating
opportunities foremployment and expanding our presence
in Nevada.

We hope you enjoy reading the 2022 Annual Report. Thank you
for being part of Society for the Blind’s success this past year!

Sincerely,

s> ootad D % /(ﬁa
Michelle Machado Shari Roeseler
Board President Executive Director

2022 Revenue

e Fundraising $2,259,579
o Program Fees $981,417
¢ OtherRevenue $62,341

¢ Government Grants $560,822

Total Revenue: $3,864,159

2022 Expenses

e Programs $2,173,805

o Core Mission Support $108,981

e Fundraising $415,550
Total Expenses: $2,698,336

We are committed to prudent use and stewardship of
our resources sowe can quickly respond to the needs of
people living with vision loss. We are truly grateful for our
community’s generosity that makes it possible for us to
serve 27 counties in Northern California.



Meet Robert

Robert remembers the sound of screeching tires as he rode
his bicycle through the intersection - that was the moment
the 53-year-old admitted he was losing his vision. The driver
yelled, “What, are you blind?!” He said yes - that's when he
knew he needed help.

Robert was 350 pounds when he was diagnosed with diabetes
atage 27, so he was determined to improve his health and got
down to 185 pounds. Then 20 years later, he stepped on a nail
that infected his foot so badly doctors had to amputate part
ofhisleg.

As he became more mobile with his prosthetic, his vision
began steeply declining, leaving him homebound and
depressed. When a friend told him about Society for the Blind,
he began taking all four Core classes at once. He has now
worked his way up to walking 10 miles a day and loves
spending time with his granddaughter (pictured at right).

2022 Highlights

HOPE COUNSELING BEGINS
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
In March, we began partnering
with Hope Counseling Services to
offer our support group for caregivers of
those with vision loss, as well as individual
counseling for clients and staff.

CREATING EYECANPOD

THE PODCAST

In August, we launched our

CareersPLUS podcast EyeCanPod to
advocate and educate while fostering a

sense of confidence in youth.

LAUNCHING DR. PAUL & ALICE
PETERSON ENDOWMENT
In September, we launched our
endowment to make upgrades to

our training center, expand or start
new programs, and respond quickly to

opportunities and challenges.
WITH BRIGGS AWARD
In October, we honored Dr. Mark

Mannis of the UC Davis Eye Center
with our Briggs Award for Outstanding
Contributions in the field of Ophthalmology.

HONORING DR. MANNIS

“Society for the Blind got
me off the couch and back
into society,” Robert said.
“They gave me my will back.”

LOOKING FORWARD:
Robert loves being part

of our music program,
both as a volunteer and
playing bass. He is excited
for their next jam session.

For Robert'’s full story, visit:
societyfortheblind.org/meet-robert/

ACQUIRING SACRAMENTO
BRAILLE TRANSCRIBERS
In October, we acquired the production
services offered by Sacramento Braille
Transcribers and have begun work to
create a training program.

RESOURCE & TECHNOLOGY
FAIR BACK IN PERSON

In November, we were thrilled to be back
in person hosting our Resource and
Technology Fair for 100+ participants.

STATE OF NEVADA CONTRACT
RENEWED THROUGH 2026

In December, we learned that our contract
to provide services to the State of Nevada
was renewed through the end of 2026.
We look forward to serving more
Nevada residents.

SENIOR IMPACT PROJECT
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

In December, our Senior IMPACT Project
celebrated its 20th anniversary of helping
seniors with vision loss maintain and
increase theirindependence.
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Meet Logan

Logan, age 22, said he was always “on the outside lookingin.”
Born 10 weeks premature with vision loss, Logan has autism,
developmental delays and global delays. He was rarely invited
to playdates and birthday parties and was considered a
liability for most activities.

When Logan’s mother learned about our CareersPLUS
podcast, she thought he might be interested. She was right.

“l am a bit of a nerd with a passion for computers,” Logan
said. “It feels pretty awesome getting to know more people
who are blind and visually impaired who | have a surprising
amount in common with. Being able to talk foran hour or

watch a movie on top

of creating a podcast is
phenomenal and helps
fostera community that |
am proud to be part of.”

LOOKING FORWARD: Logan
plans to pursue a career
in video game design so
he can help make games more accessible to everyone.

For Logan's full story, visit:
societyfortheblind.org/meet-logan/

Launching Our Endowment

In 2022, we proudly launched our Dr. Paul &Alice Peterson
Endowment. Gifts to this board-designated endowment
allow us to make upgrades to our training center,
expand or start new programs, and respond

quickly to opportunities and challenges.
The endowment was named for our
wonderful Society ambassadors who
made the lead gift to our Vision

2020 campaign that helped

create the endowment.

Thank You to
Our Volunteers

We are grateful to our 150+ volunteers who gave
more than 6,300 hours of theirtime in 2022 to
our programs, including Bingo and Access
News. A big thank you goes out to all our
volunteers, including our dedicated

Board of Directors. We could not
do this work without you!
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Meet
Trena

When Trena walked into
Society, she was skeptical if
anyone could understand
the challenges that she was
facing losing her vision.

One question changed her outlook: “What if | told you
everyone here teaching you is either blind or has low vision,
including me?”

Trena was working as a supervisor at Walmart when she was
diagnosed with total retinal detachment due to diabetes. She
underwent several grueling surgeries, but nothing worked, so
she confined herselfto her room.

Her sister and doctor connected her to Department of
Rehabilitation, which referred her to us. Here, she built her
confidence and skills in our Core classes, Senior IMPACT
Project and Black Americans Senior Support Group.

“I've gained my independence back and my faith,” Trena said.
LOOKING FORWARD: She and some friends from Society now

go out to lunch and enjoy activities like bowling. Stay tuned
for their next adventure.

For Trena's full story, visit:
societyfortheblind.org/meet-trena/

Senior IMPACT
Project
Celebrates 20 Years

Our Senior IMPACT Project celebrated its 20th anniversary

in December. The program began with one small group of
seniors with vision loss who were brave enough to try a 10-day
intensive retreat to increase their independent living skills
and has grown to serve more than 500 seniors across 14
Northern California counties in 2022. We are so grateful to
our individual donors, family foundations, corporate funders
and grantors for helping this program thrive.

Donor
Spotlight

VSP Vision is one of our long-term donors, providing
support for Society for the Blind for more than three
decades. VSP Vision is a major donor to our Low Vision
Clinic, including equipment such as our mobile clinic,
as well as other financial and marketing support.

For the past eight years, we also have been fortunate

to have Les Passuello, Senior Vice President of Finance
at VSP Vision, serve on our board. Les was instrumental
in the success of our Vision 2020 Campaign that raised
more than $4M. As Treasurer of our board, Lesshared his
financial expertise, guided us through the uncertainty
of the pandemic and led us through our.due diligence on
acquiring Sacramento Braille Transcribers.

As Les retires from VSP Visionand from our board, we
extend our heartfelt gratitude for all the ways he and VSP
Vision have supported.us. We are excited to welcome

his colleague Dana Schwarzinger to our board and look
forward to gaining valuable perspective from Dana as we
deepen our partnership with VSP Vision.

¥Sp VISION.
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