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Dear Friends,

We are pleased to bring you Society for the Blind’s 2023 Annual Report.  
We dedicate this report in memory of Michelle Machado, who passed away 
in a car accident on February 4, 2024. Michelle served as our Board President 
from 2021 until her passing. She led Society through the Covid pandemic and 
championed the acquisition of our Braille Production program. She was and 
remains an inspiration to all who knew her. 

This past year, we focused on getting our Braille Production program up 
and running and increased our in-person services at Society. We added two 
new doctors to our Low Vision Clinic and expanded our services to pediatric 
patients and their families. 

In 2023, we were able to reach 4,950 people through direct services and community education. We enrolled 
173 clients in our Core program and provided 528 new seniors with programs and services to help them 
maintain their independence. Our CareersPLUS Youth program enrolled 38 new youth who received 

academic and life skills training. 

We are excited to celebrate Society for the Blind’s 70th Anniversary this fall. As we look forward, 
we are recommitting our efforts to offer exceptional services, reach more individuals 

through innovative programming, create opportunities for employment and expand 
our presence.

Thank you for being part of Society for the Blind’s success this past year! 
 

			   Sincerely,

		

	 Bill Carter		  Shari Roeseler
									         Board President 	 Executive Director

Meet Tina
Tina was 59 and managing a Wing Stop in Sacramento in 2018 when she 
decided it was time to change careers as she continued to age. The next 
morning, she woke up blind. 

“I was getting ready to start a new career, and now I didn’t know what 
to do,” Tina said. “I kept sitting on the couch doing nothing and letting 
people lead me around.”

Four years after losing her vision, she joined our Senior IMPACT Project 
and says it was a new beginning. Now at 65, Tina’s goal is to secure a job, 
so she joined our Core program and is taking assistive technology and 

living skills classes. She participates in our Black Americans Senior 
Support group and organizes independent outings with  

Society friends. 

“Coming to Society for the Blind gave me courage, a 
sense of being and a reason to keep going,” Tina 

said. “I was introduced to myself again.”

For For Tina’s full story, visit: 
societyfortheblind.org/ 

		  meet-tina-goree/

Pediatric  
Services Expand
With the return of in person 
services, we restarted our Parent 
Toddler Support Group and 
expanded our CareersPLUS 
curriculum to serve pre-K to 
elementary age children.

Expanding Low  
Vision Clinic
In fall 2023, we expanded our  
Low Vision Clinic team,  
adding two new optometrists,  
Dr. Jackelyn Meyer and  
Dr. Kayle Edwards.

Society in KCRA  
Top Stories 2023
In late December, our Blind Ski 
Day story was featured as one  
of KCRA’s top stories of 2023.

2023 
Highlights 

Letter from 
Leadership

2023  
Revenue

2023 Expenses

•   Fundraising		           $2,253,365
•   Low Vision Clinic	           $178,667
   Products & Services
•   Program Fees	           $789,766
•   Store			            $1,829
•   Other Revenue	           $33,000	
•   Government Grants          $756,277

Total Revenue:	           $4,012,904

•   Programs		            $2,507,829	
•   Core Mission Support       $852,974
•   Fundraising		           $393,996

Total Expenses:	           $3,754,799	

Launching Braille 
Production Program
In early 2023, we launched our 
Braille Production program that 
includes 15 transcribers nationwide 
with different specialties. 

Shari Honored by Sacramento 
Business Journal
In late spring, Executive Director 
Shari Roeseler was recognized as an 
honoree of the Sacramento Business 
Journal’s 2023 Women Who Mean 
Business. 

Creating Summer  
Youth Camp
In summer 2023, we created a 5-day 
summer camp for 11 students in our 
CareersPLUS program to practice 
foundational blindness skills. 

Writing Program Returns
In summer 2023, clients and staff 
reconvened the writing program 
where they share stories and hone 
creative writing skills under direction 
of Society client Brad Buchanan.

We are committed to the 
prudent use and stewardship 
of our resources so we can create 
more possibilities and expand
the number of people we serve. 
We are thankful for our community’s  
generosity that allows us to serve
27 counties in Northern California,
as well as the state of Nevada.

https://societyfortheblind.org/meet-tina-goree/


Meet Patricia
Patricia was born completely blind, but it never occurred to her to doubt her 
ability to do whatever she wanted to do, thanks to encouragement from her 
parents. When she was 14, she joined our CareersPLUS Youth program and 
has been involved ever since.

In 2022, Patricia entered Sacramento State, studying to become a lawyer 
to help immigrants. Last year, she attended our Summer Youth Camp for 
CareersPLUS students and helped create our EyeCanPod podcast. Now at 
age 20, Patricia is taking our Core classes and has changed her goals: She is 
an ethnic studies major who wants to work with people with vision loss. 

“I still want to be the voice for people who don’t have a voice,” Patricia said. “I now want to work with people 
who are blind. I want them to have autonomy and independence, everything Society has given to me.”

For Patricia’s full story, visit: societyfortheblind.org/meet-patricia-careersplus/

Meet Marcus 
Marcus was thriving in his job at a shipping company when he woke up one morning to total darkness.  
The doctors were shocked to diagnose him with glaucoma at age 37. 

“It was a big adjustment period,” he said. “I would wake up in the morning forgetting I was blind 
at first. But sitting depressed was not going to do anything for me. I’ve always tried to give 
positivity into the world, no matter what I’m going through.” 

He began working with the Department of Rehabilitation and eventually was 
connected to Society for the Blind, where he began taking classes online in 
summer 2023. He finished assistive technology classes earlier this year 
and now at age 40 is taking braille.

“Society for the Blind has been a great help and provided 
great insight on my life,” Marcus said. “A whole new 
world has opened up for me.”

For Marcus’ full story, visit: 
societyfortheblind.org/meet-marcus/

Donor 
Spotlight: 

Carol Rae Anapolsky
Carol Rae has never been afraid to try new things. The 95-year-old 

Renaissance woman is a Sacramento native who opened and ran the largest 
gourmet chocolate shop on the West Coast until she and her husband, Sylvan, 

retired. Years later, shortly after Sylvan passed away, Carol Rae started noticing vision 
changes and was diagnosed with macular degeneration. 

“I remember looking at Sylvan’s picture and saying, ‘Okay, Sylvan, what are we going to do now? 
You’ve always said I was strong and could work things out.’ I know he said to me, ‘Well, work it out,’” 

Carol Rae said.

Carol Rae worked with our occupational therapist in our Low Vision Clinic and joined our Senior IMPACT 
Project. She made two dear friends with vision loss, and they all enjoyed dinners, shows and shopping. She 
and her companion dog, Zoe, loved to walk Midtown. 

When Carol Rae celebrated her 90th birthday, she asked friends and family to skip the gifts and instead 
make a donation to Society for the Blind. For the past five years, she has been one of Society for the Blind’s 
most avid ambassadors, encouraging people to donate. This past August, for her 95th birthday, she once 
again asked friends to donate. 

“I’m a strong believer in one thing – if I’m going to donate money, I believe in keeping it right in 
Sacramento,” Carol Rae said. “And Society for the Blind is just a wonderful organization.”

Thank you, Carol Rae!

Launching 
Braille 
Production 
After acquiring the Sacramento Braille 
Transcribers in fall 2022, we launched our 
Braille Production program in 2023. The 
program now has 15 transcribers nationwide 
with different specialties. Future plans 
include a training component where people 
with vision loss can learn to be certified 
transcribers or train in customer service and 
operating braille production machines.

Expanding 
Our Low 
Vision Clinic
In fall 2023, we expanded our Low Vision Clinic 
team, adding two new optometrists, Dr. Jackelyn 
Meyer, OD, FAAO, and Dr. Kayle Edwards, OD, 
FAAO. In the past year, nearly 500 patients 
received low vision evaluations or occupational 
therapy in our Low Vision Clinic. 

Creating CareersPLUS Camp
In Summer 2023, we created our 
Summer Youth Camp for 11 students in 
our CareersPLUS program. The five-day 
camp included opportunities to practice 
foundational blindness skills, from a hotel 
stay, light rail rides, college campus tour 
and shopping trips to cooking, karaoke 
and takeout. Camper Patricia said, “For 
me, camp was a testament to the fact 
that an independent life does exist.” 

https://societyfortheblind.org/meet-patricia-careersplus/
https://societyfortheblind.org/meet-marcus/


Thank You to 
Our Volunteers
We are grateful to our 200+ volunteers who gave 
13,550 hours of their time in 2023 to our programs, 
including Bingo and Access News. 

Join us!
Society for the Blind’s 
70th Anniversary Celebration

October 24, 2024  �|  5:30 – 8:30PM

Join us as we celebrate Society for the Blind’s 70th Anniversary and our growth over the past seven decades.
We are excited to share our focus on the future to ensure children, working-age adults and seniors with 
vision loss have access to the programs and eye care they need. 

The event will feature our 2024 Briggs Award, honoring Retinal Consultants Medical Group for their 
extraordinary contributions to eye care in our community.

For more details: societyfortheblind.org/celebrating-70-years-of-service/

Volunteer Groups Extraordinaires
We are so thankful to our longtime volunteer 
groups that have helped Society for the Blind 
expand over the past several decades. A special 
thank you to the Lions Clubs of the region and 
local chapters of the Delta Gamma women’s 
fraternity.

Steadfast Supporters
A big thank you to our dedicated Board of 
Directors, a hardworking group of volunteers who 
play a profound role in steering our organization 
in its mission. Earlier this year, we were devastated 
to lose our Board President Michelle Machado in a 
tragic car accident. We are so grateful to Bill Carter 
for stepping in as Board President, and to the rest 
of our Board, as we moved forward in the work that 
was so close to Michelle’s heart.

A group of people who were blind came 
together with the Lions Clubs in Sacramento 
to create Society for the Blind and address lack 
of resources and assistance. Together they 
established a center on 24th Street to provide 
blindness skills education and training. 

Certification standards and curricula for classes 
were developed to ensure clients received 
quality training and education. Today, Society 
instructors have certifications in Orientation 
and Mobility, Braille and Assistive Technology, 
and receive ongoing education.

We created our Low Vision Clinic to increase 
our capacity to serve people impacted by 
vision loss with partial sight. Clinic services 
were provided by volunteer optometrists 
until recently. Today we employ two full-time 
optometrists and two occupational therapists.

We established our Aids to Independence 
Store to provide tools for people with 
vision loss. Today, the North State Assistive 
Technology store operates at our training 
center and includes the latest technology.
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We received a government grant to 
develop our Access News program. This 
telephone reader program continues 
to connect people with vision loss to 
newspaper and magazine articles, local 
news, and movie and television listings. 

Another key government grant helped us 
establish our career development program 
to give working-age people with vision 
loss access to training, counseling and job-
seeking assistance so they could enter or 
maintain positions in the work world.

We moved into our current training center on 
13th and S Streets, which we expanded in 2020 
to include our Carl R. Otto Annex.

We created our CareersPLUS Youth program 
to help children learn non-visual skills and 
techniques, achieve academic success and 
develop independent living skills. The program 
now serves children throughout California. 

1990s2000s20102016

VSP Global donated our mobile Low Vision 
Clinic so we could bring eye care to the rural 
and remote areas of Northern California.

With the onset of the pandemic, we were one 
of the first local nonprofits to create a remote 
curriculum for all our programs, many of which 
still offer this option today.

We acquired our Braille Production program 
to provide braille products for businesses, 
government agencies, schools and 
individuals. The program was launched with 
an open house in 2023. 

2017 2020 2022

70 Years of Visionary Work

https://societyfortheblind.org/celebrating-70-years-of-service/


William Carter 
President

Marlene Mourtzikos 
Vice President

Allison Otto 
Secretary

Dawn Cornelius 
Treasurer

Janice Walth 
Immediate Past President

1238 S Street
Sacramento, CA 95811
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Ann Marie Bronte
Adam Elshama

Libby Feyh
Angela Justice
Stephen Lerner

Mark Mannis, M.D.
Bryce McAnally

Paul Peterson, D.C.
Dana Schwarzinger

Goutam Sinha
Jeff Thom

2024 Board of Directors

Support Our Next 
70 Years of Work

Learn more at SocietyfortheBlind.org

In Memoriam
Michelle Machado
Board President 
2021-2024

Make a one-time donation.

Join our monthly donor Vision  
Forward Giving Circle.

Donate to our endowment.

Leave your legacy of vision  
through a planned gift. 
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