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Letter from
Leadership

PDear friends.

We are delighted to present Society for
the Blind's 2024 Annual Report.

Last year was a very special year at
Society as we celebrated 70 years

of service in Northern California. In
October, we held our 70th Anniversary
Celebration, where we marked this milestone by
launching our Vision Forward Initiative with a goal to
raise $IM by the end of 2027.

In 2024, we served nearly 6,000 people at Society
through remote teaching, community workshops
and events. Our 200 volunteers donated 16,000 hours
of service to Society this past year.

As we enter a new decade of service, we are focused
on the future. The Vision Forward Initiative will
support the renovation of a portion of our second
floor to create more innovative learning space for
our clients. It also will increase our capacity to serve
our growing senior program and create classes and
workshops focused on Al-enhanced devices for
people with vision loss and blindness.

The future remains full of promise, and we are
encouraged by the tremendous support of donors

and volunteers like you. We are grateful to you

for helping to ensure that Society for the Blind is

a center of excellence for low vision eye care and
training in blindness skills and assistive technology
for people of all ages living with vision loss.

We hope you enjoy our 2024 Annual Report and feel
a sense of pride knowing that you helped to ensure
that people living with low vision and blindness
could discover, develop and achieve their full
potential.

In Gratitude,

Sy

Shari Roeseler
Executive Director

LD

Bill Carter
Board President

2024

REVENUE

$2,500,616
$296,395

Fundraising

Low Vision Clinic
Products & Services
Program Fees
Store

Other Revenue
Government Grants

$955,149
$7,303
$33,000
$1,061,523

$4,853,986

Total Revenue:

Thank
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EXPENSES

$2,998,081
$166,375
$496,717

e Programs
¢ Core Mission Support
¢ Fundraising

Total Expenses: $3,661,173

We are committed to the prudent use and stewardship of our resources so we can create
more possibilities and expand the number of people we serve. We are thankful for our
community’s generosity that allowed us to serve 27 counties in Northern California in 2024.




Society for the Blind
Celebrates 7Ol o@miuerscyy

We were honored to have 300 people gather with us in October 2024 to
celebrate Society for the Blind's 70th Anniversary. Together, guests raised
more than $375,000 and a lot of energy and enthusiasm for the next 70 years.

Retinal Consultants Receive 2024
Briggs Award at 70th Celebration

It was our privilege to honor Retinal Consultants
Medical Group with the 2024 Briggs Award for
extraordinary contributions to eye care in the
community. The award is named in honor of

Dr. William Ellery Briggs, Sacramento's first
ophthalmologist who treated railroad workers'
eye injuries with some of the most advanced
care available.

Thank You to Our 70th Anniversary
Celebration Sponsors

PLATINUM SPONSORS:

Dr. Paul & Alice Peterson

Dr. Robert & Laura Wendel

Retinal Consultants Medical Group

SILVER SPONSORS:
AT&T

First Northern Bank
Eureka Insurance Solutions
Jeannine English

U.S. Bank

Intech Mechanical

VSP Vision

MEDIA SPONSOR:
iHeart Radio / KFBK

CENTERPIECES &
AWARD SPONSOR:
Sacramento Senator Lions Club

Thank You to Our 70th Anniversary
Celebration Committee

Nancy Fisher, Co-Chair
Dr. Paul Peterson, Co-Chair
Alice Peterson, Co-Chair
Ann Marie Bronte

Jane Einhorn

Jeannine English

Jesse Huynh

Angela Justice

Lina Lloyd

Bryce McAnally
Marlene Mourtzikos
Allison Otto

Shari Roeseler

Laura Wendel

Ceridyn Wood

Society Launches Vision
Forward Initiative

At our 70th Anniversary Celebration, we launched
our $IM Vision Forward Initiative. The three-year
initiative will increase our capacity to meet growing
demand for services, create a resource and learning
center on the second floor of our building, and build
our endowment. This will ensure we can serve more
people, reduce wait times, offer the latest assistive
technologies, and quickly respond and adapt to
meet the needs of our clients. As of August 2025,
we have raised $475,000 toward our goal.

Thank you for considering a gift to
our Vision Forward Initiative:

www.SocietyfortheBlind.org/Donate
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Meet Rachel

Rachel Freidberg was studying theatre arts
with a minor in Shakespeare studies when
she almost fell down a flight of stairs in
2021. Born with congenital glaucoma, she
had always been able to get by with what
she called “DIY solutions” to vision loss. But
that day on the stairs, it felt like her theatre
dreams fell with her.

Fortunately, Rachel's parents found Society
for the Blind online. After a referral from the
Department of Rehabilitation, we set her
up with magnifiers and other tools, and she
joined our Core program, taking assistive
technology classes and orientation and
mobility training.

She now credits Society for the Blind with
helping her graduate from college and
land her dream job: The 25-year-old is living
in Ashland, Oregon, as a proud Caption
Operator for the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival's current season.

“If | hadn’t gone to Society when | did, | don’t
even know if | would have finished college
on time, much less gotten a job,” she said.

“I very much feel like | gained a support
system there.”

Read Rachel’s full story:

societyfortheblind.org/meet-rachel/

Meet Wanda

Many nights, you can find 77-year-old
Wanda Thomas out on the dance floor at a
local club “shaking a leg all night, showing
what blind people can do,” as she says.

Her journey through vision loss has
included many ups and downs since she
was diagnosed with RP at age 32, but she
said, “l am a positive individual, and | don't
let nothing stop me.”

Wanda has participated in our Senior
IMPACT Project, Core program and
Black Americans Senior Support Group
(BASS). This summer, Wanda and her
BASS friends put into practice many of
the nonvisual skills they learned through
Society's programs when they enjoyed

a cruise together from Long Beach to
Mexico. They even tried out horseback
riding on the beach.

“Anyone out there who is losing their vision
and feeling lost, you need to come to
Society for the Blind,” Wanda said. “Don't
stay home and look at those four walls.
Come to Society and be happy within
yourself.”

Read Wanda's full story:

societyfortheblind.org/meet-wanda/

Wanda with BAS ands on a cruise.

Wryant, Wanda, Laverne and Lillian
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2024 HIGHLIGHTS

We were proud to serve more than 5,900 people in 2024 through our direct services
and outreach activities, including 733 people in our Low Vision Clinic, 159 new clients
in our Core program and 32 new clients in our CareersPLUS Youth program.

Priscilla Honored by Sacramento Bee

In January 2024, Priscilla Yeung, manager of our Senior IMPACT Project, was named an
AAPI Change Maker by the Sacramento Bee for her important work at the intersection
of ethnicity and disability.

Independent Living Program Launched

In February 2024, we launched our Independent Living Program serving people ages 18-
54 who are losing their vision and are not currently working or seeking employment. The
program provided training, support groups and opportunities to engage in activities
that build skills, confidence and independence for 29 people in 2024.

Numerous Media Highlighted Society’s Work

Throughout the year, Society was featured nearly 70 times in local media, including
CBSI13, Good Day Sacramento, FOX40, ABC10, KFBK News Radio and numerous print
publications.

More Than 500 New Seniors Served

Through our Senior IMPACT Project, 544 new seniors increased their independence by
learning adaptive living skills through in-home and remote services, support groups and
training events.

Society Celebrated 70 Years

In October, during Blindness Awareness Month, we held our 70th Anniversary
Celebration with 300 guests and announced our Vision Forward Initiative.

More than 2,000 Subscribed to Access News

2,384 subscribers placed a total of 9,687 calls to Access News, our free telephone-based
news service providing audio access to volunteer-read recordings of local and national
periodicals.

Clients Found Employment
34 clients found employment and/or started college or a trade school.
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SUPPORT OUR Vision forward

® Make a one-time
donation to our Vision
Forward Initiative.

e Sign up to give monthly
and join our Vision
Forward Giving Circle.

Leave your legacy
of vision through a
planned gift.

Donate a car, truck or

boat through our vehicle

donation program:

careasy.org/nonprofit/

societyfortheblind

Learn more at SocietyfortheBlind.org
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Our Volunteers

We are grateful to our 200+ volunteers who gave 16,000
hours of their time in 2024 to our programs, including
our longtime volunteer groups the Lions Clubs of the

region and local chapters of the Delta Gamma
women’s fraternity. Thank you to our dedicated
Board of Directors, a hardworking group of
volunteers who play a profound role in
steering our organization
in its mission.

2025
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

William Carter
President

Marlene Mourtzikos
Vice President

Allison Otto
Secretary

Dawn Cornelius
Treasurer

Janice Walth
Immediate Past President

Ann Marie Bronte
Adam Elshama
Libby Feyh
Angela Justice
Stephen Lerner
Mark J. Mannis, M.D.
Bryce McAnally
Paul Peterson, D.C.
Goutam Sinha
Dana Schwarzinger
Jeff Thom



http://careasy.org/nonprofit/societyfortheblind
http://careasy.org/nonprofit/societyfortheblind
https://www.facebook.com/SocietyForTheBlind/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/society-for-the-blind
http://www.SocietyfortheBlind.org

http://www.SocietyfortheBlind.org

https://www.instagram.com/society4blind/?hl=en

